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A Search after Knavery, 
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Vification Fo 3h, Meg AKERS. 


Who have we here, the jolly Ry 3 ow Th = ra nobler Perch aſpire, 

Oh ho! rhoſe worthy Gentlemen, the Bakers. And hope to mount-one Ladders Round I 

'Thro' theſe fair Caſements of their Oaken (higher 
(Houſe, Whilſt the laſt Collar thar their Nocks | foall 

Behold the Fronts of Braſs and Lugsof Sowſe; (grace, 

Bur is this the whole rop of their ad aw cond > Shall be the Honour of a fair Hemp-Lace. 

\ To wear this Ruff of Wood inſtead of Ermin? 
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HE fair 'Effigies of this the Meekin and Oven-Pole, - but a6 
Honourable Woodes Ruff we Implement in all Reſpefts as fit_foy 
here preſent you, otherwiſe the Necks of the Baking Fraternity , 
ſeandalouſly call'd a Pillory, as'a Halter for a Thief, or a Car- 
weaſſure you, is no uncuſtomary Orna- dinals Cap for a Fryar ; 3 Ong ws 


- ment and Exaltation of the Brothers of deed the only Collar of fb's for 
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Livery-Hogd of the Modern Society of 

oath founders. - That this hard Ruff,. 
I fay., and this high Holy Day Promo- 
tion are their Original Right and Due, 
challenged not only by their Diverſe 
and Sundry Deſerts and Merits; but 
likewiſe moſt graciouſly confer 


them, as no leſs than Marks of Rdbyal 
Fayour; they are indeed the bountiful 
Legacies bequeathed 'em by no meaner 
Hands than good old #arry and old 
Ned the Third and the Firſt, in the full 
and ample Solemnity, by and with the 
Authority of their Dons in Parliament, 
as a neceſſary Proviſion in fair Statutes 
and Records for thoſe worthy Poor gut- 
pinchers, the light-handed4 Gentlemen, 
Baker 


$ 

Weight and Meaſure would travel 
through the World, were it not for 
many a ſhort-come- home they meet from 
thoſe Gentlemen's nimble Hands: For 
as much as White and. Yellow Boys are 
their little Gods, Brafs and Lead are 
their natural Antipathy and Averſion, 
inſomuch that they can prune ye the Ex- 
creſcence of an over-grown Pound as 
heartily, and with as much Dexterity, 
as the abl'ſt Round-rthe-Tower Artiſt of 
*mall ere took off theLetchery of a fair 
George or a broad Elaabeth. For gene- 
rally, as well read Men as they are 1n 
other Sciences, in - their Geographical 
Learning they are damnable apt to mi- 
ſtake Yenice for Troy. 

Well, upon due Examination, - who 
knows bur the High and Mighty nals 
zar's Hand-Writing- Vition on the Wa 
might be ſome Conyuring Bakers Hiero- 
glyphical Magick ; and his great [ Mere, 
Tek:l,j no more than the Mark of their 
Bread, viz. by Interpret:tion, as tte 
Text fays, Thos art weightd in the Bai: 
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lance and found too Light, Perhaps you'll 
ſay, That Weighe and Meaſure are the 
old Standards of the Nation : And fo 
our old Proverbs are our old Standards 
too : And how bold ſoever they make 
with the Firſt, I am ſure, they are very 
civil to the Laſt, for, They. meaſure car 
Corn by their Buſhel. And let Envy and 
Malice ſay what they can of %em,  Idare 
fo far vouch for their Honeſty, thar 
they have no Knavery but in Grain : 
But what if they do make little pinch- 
Weight, or ſo ? There's a great many 
Human Frailties in this World, for 
which ſome particular Favourites plead 
the Warrant and Licence of a Cum Prz- 
vilegio: For inſtance, to Lye and to 
Steal are very paw Things, yet a Tra- 
veller may bea Liar and a Miller a Thief, 
by Authority. A Miller, did1 fay, ay 
and. pray my Maſters, let the Baker 
put in for the Miller's Cozen German ; 
both Brothers in Grain: And indeed 1 
think it but Juſtice that they ſhould take 
equal Liberty of Conſcience, and the 
Kneading-Trough have as fair Play as 
the Toll-diſh. Nay, here's one nearer 
Affinity ſtill betwixrt the Myſtery and 
Occupation of the Miller and Baker, 
viz. That both their Trades . are but 
Grinding-Work ; - one that Grinds the 
Corn and the other the Poor. Beſides, 
if they do make a little bold by the way 
of ſhort cut, or ſo forth, e'ne -much 
good. may*t do *em. They have this Ju- 
ſtification on their Side, That the Baker 
only takes the Butlers Fee; a few 
Chippings, that's all; bar that the But- 
ler chips it in the Brezd, and the Baker 
by the way of good Husbandry, is a 
little before-hand with it, and chips it 
in the Dough, Nay, let all the Snarlers 
4 the Town vent their ridiculous Spight 
and 
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and Out-cry againſt ſinall Weights and 
ſhallow Meaſures, and the reſt of their 
foolifh Gibberiſh z when we have this 
vnanſwerable Vindicationof our Cauſe : 
For as*tis notEfiouſly known, by a Long 
Old Cuſtom, Time out of Mind, That 
the Baker is obliged to ſell Two Mea- 
fares of his Bran for One, where's the 
Fault if he makes himſelf alittle harm- 
leſs Reprizal, by Selling of One Megq- 
ſure of his Flower for Two ? 

In ſhort, to do the Baker Juſtice, and 
refute all the Vulgar Errocs of. Popular 
Clamours aud Calumny, he ſets up and 
values himſelf for that extraordinary 
Man of Morals, being indeed the True 
Copy from no meaner an Original than 
the quondam famous Phariſees, and ſea- 
ſon'd with no lefs than their illuſtrious 
Leven of never-lleeping Memory. 

Nay, - my good Maſters, let grinning 
Fools talk what they pleaſe, I ſay again 
and again, "That the Baker is not only a 
Man of Morals but of Religion too, Re- 
gion, let me tell you, enough to ſet up 
for a Diſciple, even one of the Twelve, 
as no leſs than the Rightful and Linea) 
Sncceſlor .of the Great and. Memorable 
Tfcariot, that carryed the Purſe and the 
Curſe; only with this ſmall Difference 
between” em, his Office was to buy. in 
the Bread, and the Baker's, juſt ſuch 
another truſty Steward, is to ſell the 
Bread. | 

Nay, I can aſſure you, Religion is 
not the only Blazon in their Scutcheon 
for, if poſlible, they have one High 
Top-end-- top-gattant more , 
and Glory; for the Bakers boaſt the Ho- 
nour of. being oftner - vilited .by: the- 
Gear Hozſe and Gold Chain than the 
whole Twelve Companies. The Low 
Way; s Pyancer moves as orderly, and 
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o naturally to the Baker's: Shop, that 
his Lordſhip may © ne lay the Reins up- 
on his Neck, and truſt him to find his 
own Way thither : And there the proud 
Baker, at this Illuſtrious Viſitation very. 
rarely fails of that infallible Triumph, 
viz. of doaling out his Favours by - 
whole Baskets-fullz; and as no ſmall 
Feather in his Cap, has the Prayers of 
the whole Colledges of Newgate, Wood- 


ſtreet, Ponltry, &c. as a moſt generous - 


Patron and BenefaQtor of thoſe hungry. 
Foundations. 

Nay, toilluſtrate their whole Maſs” 
of Glory, perhaps their Jngenuiry is not 
the leaſt conſpicuous of their numerous _ 
Virtues and Faculties: For example, . 
What think you of ſome Hundreds of- 
Chalk-Waing ,- by a genteel-Legerde- 
main, Shuffied in for TinQuring their -- 
Flower. . Can any thing be a deeper 
Philoſophical Preparation, or a more-- 
Noble Piece of Art ! | For what are our - 
poor mortal Frames but ſo many Tene- 
ments of Clay, and- conſequently. 
(thanks be to the kind Baker) what fo - 
gd as White-waſh and Loomwork, 

or, our inſide Decoration ? ' Beſides, is - 
it not highly reaſonable, that as Bread. 
and Wine are the Fundamentals of the - 
whole Creation, fo the Vintner and. 
Baker ſhould concert their Operations 3 . 
and therefore, as Lime is ſo famous an : 
Ingredient for Wine-brewing, why not : 
Chalk, for Bread-baking ? CS | 

Nay, here's Twenty other Conveni- - 
ences more : For, Firſt, if_the People - 
are aggrieved at the ſmallnefs of the - 
Bread, what can be a properer Medicine - 
than Chalk againſt Heart-barning; and * 
conſequently (-Probatum e#) what]a - 
more agreeable Bread-Compound than ; 
Whiting ? Next, what is more =_ 

rally : 
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Tally Coftive than Chalk 3 and therefore 
contidering how dear Bread is, to mak? 
a little Mony to go the farther, what 
can be honeſter than for the Baker to 
cater ſuch Provant for our Stomachs as 
will ſtay longeſt with us ? And, Third- 
ly, 1ere's a whole National Benefit, in 
this ingenious Chalk-bread, of indulg- 
ing zll the Green ſickneſs-Girls 1n the 
Town, without giving them the Trou- 
ble of ſcraping of Walls for their 
Preakfaſt? And by this laſt Expedient, 
how many People are here obliged at 
once : Firſt, all the Lanilords, by fecur- 
ing their Tenements from the daily 
Breaches made in their Walls by thoſe 
fair Hands, for the aforeſaid Green 
Sickly, Puling Dainties. And, Se» 
.condly, here's all the Batchelors moſt 
highly indebted ro them for making 'em 
ſuch pleaſant DoQtors-Work in the Ad- 
miniſtration of the neceſſary Phylick'for 
the Cure of that Maiden Diſtem- 


E, 
LI) as farther Sample of the Wit 
and Depths of theſe Yirewoſo's, what 
-notabler Ingenuity than the late modern 
Inyentjon of Tarnip-Bread ? - How ma- 
Ny round-about Sea-Voyages, up to 
Bear-Key, and as many Freſh-Water 
down-Tides to Queen-bithe are here 
ved by a ſhort Cnt of Hai-Gee-Whoe 
from Hackney, to borrow the kind Help 
of a Turnp-Cart, to eke out the ſhort- 
neſs of the Cornſack? a ſecond Meal- 
"Twh-Pler! and worthy the Head-piece of 
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ſuch doughty Projefers ! Beſides, 
when their Noble Exploits and Chivalry 
ſhall ail in good Time advance them to 
their enchanted Caſtles, the Wooden Ruff- 
Preferment above-named,, nothing, ſo 
pat for the neceſſary Furniture of that 
Cavalcade, © for if the Hegler”s Bas- 
kets can bur ſupply Rotten Eggs, they 
have Turnip - Tops of their own, 
juſt ready ar Home, for their additional 
Salutation and Entertainment : For 
which Poſt of Honour, their expected 
Deſert and Reward, we leave 'em to 
their due Congratulation, where we 
heartily deſire they may meet all the 
beſt Reception imaginable in full Weighr 
and Meaſure, and loſe nothing but a 


little ſpare Leather they leave behind 
them. 


But, bold, my Bread-Batch Members of the City, 
'Ere we ſhake Haas, accept this Farewel Diny ; 
Mow can our Muſe, alas, forbear to raiſe 

Her bigbeſt Nozes to your exalted Praiſe 

A Theme e*cn your own Crickets muſt inſpire, 
And mae that chirping Salamander Quire. 

You, wheſe miraculous Renown examine, 

Aro Wonders that ev'n live by Fire and Famine. 
Dearth makes your Feaſt, whilſt fat and fair 
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Squobs yourMorals axd your Manners 


Tour Gonſciences are larger thaz your Panniers, 
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